Legacy Forest Defense Coalition
P.0. Box 7154

Tacoma, WA 98417

Phone: (360) 872-3264

Email: info@wlfdc.org

Legacy Forest Defense Coalition

February 4, 2024

To: Board of Natural Resources
MS 47000
Olympia, WA 98504-7000
Submitted via email: bnr@dnr.wa.gov

Re: Addendum A to Letter of Opposition to “Freedom” Timber Sale:
Structurally Complex Forests in the Columbia HCP Planning Unit

DNR is required under the terms of its Policy for Sustainable Forests to manage structurally
complex forests to meet older forest targets.! Although DNR asserts that they will meet their older
forest target in the Columbia HCP planning unit by 2100, data obtained from DNR'’s Public
Disclosure Office indicates that DNR has only set aside 5,815 acres of structurally complex forests
in the Columbia HCP planning unit for conservation, which represents just two percent of the
Columbia HCP planning unit that has protected, structurally complex forests that are excluded
from commercial timber harvest (see Figure 1, Tables 1 and 3). Of this total, 2,562 acres (44%) are
contained within stream buffers (Table 2). The maps and tables in this addendum are based on
spatial data obtained from DNR’s Public Disclosure Office.

| have attached a copy of Public Disclosure request PDR No. 6554 (SDS spatial data for conservation
areas in Western Washington). Please add this information to the record for the “Freedom”

timber sale.

Thank you,

Stephen Kropp
Director

1 See Policy for Sustainable Forests, p. 46; Policy for Sustainable Forests FEIS, p. 3-177; and procedures for
Managing Structurally Complex Forests to Meet Older Forest Targets (PR 14-004-046).



Table 1. Protected Structurally Complex Forests

Total Forested Lands Protected Structurally Percent Protected
Covered Under the HCP Complex Forests Structurally Complex

HCP Planning Unit (Acres)' (Acres)’ Forests

Columbia 291,100 5815 2.0%

South Coast 261,439 2,632 1.0%

North Puget Sound 459,218 34,547 7.5%

South Puget Sound 179,426 11,625 6.5%

Straits 127,400 5,836 4.6%

OESF 273,086 46,245 16.9%

Total 1,591,669 106,699 6.7%

Source: DNR GIS Open Data (https://data-wadnr.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/wadnr::habitat-conservation-
plan-lands and https://data-wadnr.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/wadnr::habitat-conservation-plan-units)
Source: DNR Public Disclosure Office, PDR No. 6554 (SDS spatial data for conservation areas in Western
Washington)

Table 2. Protected Structurally Complex Forests in Stream Buffers

Protected Structurally Complex
Forests in Stream Buffers (RMZ's)
(BASED ON DNR SDS ANALYSIS)
HCP Planning Unit Percent
Columbia
South Coast
Morth Puget Sound
South Puget Sound
Straits 2,946
OESF 20,549




Figure 1. Protected Structurally Complex Forests

In Columbia HCP Planning Unit

Source: DNR Public Disclosure Office, PDR No. 6554 (SDS spatial data for conservation

areas in Western Washington)
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Protected Botanically Diverse and Older Forests in the
Columbia HCP Planning Unit

Source: DNR Public Disclosure Office, PDR No. 6554 (SDS spatial

data for conservation areas in Western Washington)
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